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From the Director

As | write this, we have a taste of winter mixed in with fall

conditions. This is how it goes here in the

y R Dakotas. It re-
minds me of
the twists and
turns that fill
our daily lives.
So itis here at
the Open Door.
Personally, it
has been a
rough spring and summer involving the
death of my mom, Arlene Stading, in May.
At the same time my father, Vernon Stad-
ing, was undergoing cancer treatments.
These events caused me to miss the May
graduation program for the preschool
class. Thanks to staff members Linda Su-
ko, Kayla Brase, and Grandma Myrna Pe-
termann, the

thank many people.

Ashow went
stration that things are not the way they should be, 1 still
need to be thankful for what has been accomplished.
With the holiday season right around the corner | need to

Linda and Jerry Suko. Long time supporters of the Open
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Door, they pitch in wherever needed. Linda cooks the

noon meal and readies snacks for the
preschool each school day. She also
volunteers her time before and after that
to work with thehawehi
money for an aide so she meets that

need without any pay. Jerry mowed the
lawn each Thursday with the assistance

of Hal Neff, and completed other building
and grounds projects. Thanks.

Jean and Jerry Newborg. They put this
newsletter together so professionally with
bits and pieces | provide. It really is a
piece of informative art. Jean is Board
Chair of the Open Door and has orga-
nized each detail with purposeful
thought. Thanks.

The Open Door Board of Directors

| n(naf¥s are list@&on thé badk 8f$hs nedvéletter)f 1
representing First, Calvary, and McCabe UMC in Bis-
marck, and Mandan UMC in Mandan. Their input to
monthly meetings and active participation in all efforts of

the Open Door are appreciated. Thanks. (continued on p 8)
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Meet LeAnn Lindteigen

The Open Door is
pleased to introduce
LeAnn Lindteigen as
the Preschool Teaching
Assistant. LeAnn began
work at the beginning of
the 2009 school year
and immediately dem-
onstrated her enthu-
siasm, excellent train-
ing, creativity, and enjoyment for teaching young child-
ren. LeAnn works with ODCC Director Jolene Puhalla to
present and reinforce lessons and activities. She has
taken on major responsibility for daily Bible story les-
sons, integrating music, crafts, and physical activities
into the theme of the lesson. Such themes have included
the Garden of Eden, Wall of Jericho, Paul and Silas, and
the 10 Commandments.

LeAnn is a 2009 graduate of Valley City State University,
with a bachel orb6s degree i
mentary education major and athletic coaching minor.
She is credentialed in reading and math and has a mid-
dle school endorsement in English. LeAnn holds a North
Dakota teaching license. She was named as Outstand-
ing Student in Teacher Education and came to the Open
Door with excellent references.

L e A n expesience includes working with young child-
ren in a church program, elementary school student
teaching and practicum including working with culturally
diverse children and those with disabilities, teaching in a
day care center, coaching elementary school children in
sports, and serving as a church camp counselor. LeAnn
is from Ruso, ND.

Transitions

Kayla Brase, previously the Assistant Director of ODCC,
resigned August 2009 to work for a preschool in the
Bismarck area.

Volunteer Hours

In January 2009, the Open Door began compiling infor-
mation on volunteer activities and time. Through October
2009, 1275 hours, an average of 127 per month, have
been contributed by many volunteers. Activities include
(but are not limited to) classroom support, storytelling,
music lessons, holiday party activities, media center

maintenance, meal planning and preparation, board of
directors responsibilities, newsletter production and dis-
tribution, website maintenance, cookbook sales, grant
writing, general facility and grounds maintenance, tree
removal, lawn mowing and trimming, flood water remov-
al, gardening, and transportation of children and food
items.

Our deepest thank you goes out to each and every vo-
lunteer. The blessings of your time, talents, and com-
mitment to the Open Door are truly appreciated. We
could not operate without you.

Learning Science

The fruits of fall provided a science learning opportunity
for our Open Door Preschool class. A pumpkin and an
apple were cut open, then compared using a Venn dia-
gram to describe how they were alike and how they were
different. The children talked about the feel and appear-
ance of each, counted seeds, then examined the fruits
under the microscope.

Texas Roadhouse Supports
Open Door

The Texas Roadhouse, 1505 Burnt Boat Drive, Bis-
marck, hosted a noon time fundraiser for the benefit of
the Open Door Community Center on Tuesday, August
18. The restaurant which is normally not open for lunch,
provided a savory pulled pork sandwich, steak fries, and
beverage for a free will offering. Board members and
friends of the Open Door were on hand to assist Road-
house employees and distribute information about the
Open Door. As a result of the lunch, the Texas Road-
house contributed over $2000 to the Open Door.




In addition, the Roadhouse hosted a field trip for our
children, giving a kitchen tour, instructing them in making
their biscuits, providing lunch, and teaching how to line
dance. In addition, mascot Andy Armadillo made an ap-
pearance.

Our deepest appreciation goes to the management and
employees of the Texas Roadhouse for sponsoring
these fun events, and for their generous contribution of
time, effort, and food to benefit the programs of the
Open Daoor.

/Are you interested in volunteering as a part- \
time aide in our Open Door Preschool? We
are in need of a special person who will sup-
port Jolene and LeAnn during the morning or
afternoon, including working individually with
children. Lots of love and hugs *guaranteed!
Contact Jolene at 222-3004 or open-

Qoor@btinet.net.
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New to the Preschool curriculum this year is Gloria Knoll,

known by our weager
who provides music lessons once a month. She has
purchased musical instruments for the children to use at
any time, including claves, small and large wood blocks,
hand drum, triangle, timpani, glockenspiel, hand bells,
and rhythm sticks. Lessons include learning songs and
actions that go with them, names of instruments and
how to properly use them. The children look forward to
visits from Mrs. Music and really enjoy the new instru-
ments.

Gloria is the choir director at McCabe UMC, as well as
director of the Bismarck-Mandan EI ks

Preschool
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Prior to retiring, Gloria was the director of vocal and in-
strumental music at Horizon Middle School in Bismarck.
She has nearly 40 years of choral and instrumental mu-
sic experience in schools.
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The Open Door Preschool class had an exciting time at
Papabs Pumpkin Patch on Se
of Bismarck, the Pumpki n- P
tivity 1 one that is an annual ODCC field trip.

There was much to see and do. Because the visit was _
&aflyleholgh 17 the sRaSon, 1Y Ehfidren WeteSorthate
enough to see the pumpkin vines as well as the thou-
sands of pumpkins. The children enjoyed new attractions
installed since a fire last year. The new train was larger
and longer. The storage shed is now a new red barn.
And the new wooden farm equipment (tractor, combine,
train, and trucks) delighted the children in a special sec-
tion of the patch. The three hay bale mazes were a real
hit. Each child left with a pumpkin and pumpkin cookie
treat.

Chorus.
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